Parks &
Recreation
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The goal for parks and
recreation is to provide

facilities and programs
that meet the needs of the
full range of city residents
including families with
children, young professionals,
active adults, and seniors.

The family-oriented and diverse community
of Springdale is well-supported by a variety of
recreational amenities and facilities provided by the
city. The city highly values its resident community
and strives to constantly improve and expand upon
its recreational services. A dedicated Parks and
Recreation department oversees and maintains
the public parks and facilities and the Springdale
Community Center. The department also creates
programming and event schedules to involve the
community and provide the diverse resident base
with safe, enjoyable, and inclusive experiences. The
city issues an annual fun guide of programs, events,
and fitness classes offered and a calendar of activities
for the year. This pamphlet is available on the city’s
website and provides details on the various programs
scheduled for the different age groups, facilities
available, and different types of recreation. This is
available to all residents and visitors of Springdale
here.

THE COMMUNITY WANTS TO
⊲

Improve the community center
in terms of appearance and
amenities provided

⊲

Promote strategies to provide
safer and more inviting parks

⊲

Expand programming of events
and recreational activities to
serve all ages and interests

⊲

Create a connected network of
parks and open space
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THE COMMUNITY CENTER
The city operates an 18-acre Community Center complex
located in the western half of the city, along Springfield
Pike. The Community Center is a key asset to the city and
serves as the recreational heart of Springdale. Residents
can become members at the Center to avail themselves
of the myriad facilities, classes, and infrastructure
available here.
The 72,000 sq.ft. Community Center contains three
gymnasiums, meeting rooms, game rooms, saunas,
racquetball courts, fitness center, and an indoor walking
track. Surrounding it are six ball fields, an amphitheater,
tennis, pickleball and basketball courts, picnic grounds,
and a 25-meter pool.

Special events at the Community Center

The facilities are accessible for residents and visitors
through a paid membership. The membership fees
are nominal and vary based on the resident status and
desired membership type. Extensive facilities are offered
here including a heated pool and a computer lab with
internet provision for study or web browsing.

Expanded Programming

Basketball at the Community Center

The Community Center facilities are regularly used
and enjoyed by the community, particularly by children
and seniors. These age groups are specially supported
by numerous targeted activities and programs that
provide opportunities for engagement, entertainment,
and fitness. While these are the largest user groups
of the Community Center, there is demand to expand
the programming to serve other age groups such as
teenagers and adults with appropriate and desirable
events and fitness classes.
Skill-building opportunities and educational
certification programs can be offered here. Adult
sporting groups or leagues, targeted learning, and
recreational opportunities such as group fitness, art
classes, and other such initiatives can be pursued to
attract teens and adults to the community center. A
variety of healthy and safe recreational opportunities
for all age groups and cultural backgrounds is
desired to ensure that the community center remains
a welcoming and inclusive place for all the diverse
residents of Springdale.
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Soccer practice
Images : Events in Springdale, Source- City of
Springdale

Desired Improvements
The youth sports, walking track, senior classes,
concerts, junior Olympics, holiday events, father
daughter dance, the weight room, community
rooms/banquet halls, fitness classes, and movies
at the amphitheater are particularly favored by the
community. However, as an aging building, there
is demand to update and renovate the facility to
improve the overall experience for the users.
The community desires for the city to repair the
leaking roof, improve access between the pool
and restrooms, level the sidewalks and increase
wheelchair accessibility within the premises,
add seating by the playfields, upgrade exercise
equipment, maintain clean and functional fitness
equipment, upgrade the game center, etc.

Skill building for diverse interests

POOL RENOVATIONS
Community input from the surveys indicate
a particular interest and demand to improve
the swimming pool and create opportunities
for additional activities and amenities in the
surrounding area. The community center
pool is a popular feature in Springdale and is
well used by the community. The city should
initiate a study to capture demand and cost
feasibility of improvements to the existing
pool infrastructure, along with the potential for
additional amenities such as a splash pad, a
lazy river, and a connected indoor pool as well
as the construction of restrooms and changing
rooms in closer proximity to the pool area and
the provision of activities and lounging areas
around the pool, etc.

Fitness classes for different age groups

Indoor pool facilities example
Images : Examples of recommendations, SourceGoogle Images
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OUTDOOR AMENITIES
Neighborhood Parks
A frequently listed cause of concern expressed
by community members is the lack of amenities
in parks such as playground equipment, defined
walking paths, or park lighting. Combined with
the relative seclusion of some of the parks from
public roads, some residents do not feel safe
patronizing the parks alone. Increased police
patrols, additional lighting, remote camera
surveillance with visible signage, are some
measures that could be adopted to improve the
perception of the parks and create an inviting
and secure environment for the community. It
is important to expand the safety and amenities
offered in these parks and nurture them as
community assets that the people of Springdale
can continue to use and enjoy. Pocket parks and
small play spaces can also be encouraged to
activate the neighborhoods and provide options
for congregation and play spaces within the city.

Springdale offers six neighborhood scale parks
and various other small open spaces scattered
within its residential areas. The city currently
owns about 100 acres of park property. Because
the city is mature and mostly developed, land for
parks and open space development is scarce.
Parks are often developed as demand rises
when residential growth occurs. However, more
than 62% of the local community live within a
10-minute walk to a park. This is higher than the
national average of 55% and indicates good
proximity to parks for residents. The feedback
from public surveys indicate that the community
views these parks as enjoyable and accessible
assets with good facilities. These facilities include
athletic fields, basketball courts, pickleball fields,
picnic areas, and various playground amenities.
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Strategies to improve our parks :
Plan : Create a dedicated parks master plan to identify
demand, plan improvements, and locate areas for
potential new mini-parks, tot lots, etc.

Create pathways : Pedestrian pathways with even

surfaces and clear delineation can support comfortable
passage and encourage a wider age demographic into
the parks. Loops, curvilinear paths, and gently graded
trails edged by shrubbery can encourage the community
to take more frequent walks.

Make them accessible : Ensure ease of access from
the residential neighborhoods to all the parks through
creating an uninterrupted and comfortable sidewalk
network.

Provide shade elements : Canopied trees that

Gazebos and outdoor fitness activities

line pathways and other elements such as gazebos
and picnic shelters can provide shade and create
opportunities for people to gather and enjoy the
outdoors together. Built shade structures with lighting
and service utilities can also be used for public
events such as music concerts and birthday parties to
encourage more active use of the parks.

Let people sit or gather : Benches, gazebos, picnic

Park signage

Splash pads

Play equipment

Well-lit paths

tables, and other such elements can encourage more
people to explore the parks and spend time in them.
These are also excellent amenities to use for social
gatherings and activities such as yoga or sports.

Program for the different age groups : Introduce

splash pads, play equipment, passive fitness
installations, and other such amenities that can cater to
diverse members of the community. Efforts to support
and serve all the age groups is desired to ensure the
parks are friendly and exciting for all.

Create entrances : Provide distinct entryways into

parks through installing creative crosswalks and signage
that clearly identify these assets and invite people into
them.

Ensure safe environments : Establish more frequent

patrols, improved lighting, and install equipment or
amenities which will encourage more foot-traffic into the
parks to promote a safe and secure environment for the
community.

Outdoor amphitheater
Images : Examples of
improvement strategies,
Source- Google Images
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Open Space
The largest, contiguous open land area within the
county is located south of Cassinelli square and along
the Princeton Pike roadway. This area of nearly 160
acres encompasses both the Oak Hill Cemetery and
the Tri-County Golf Ranch. The Oak Hill cemetery was
originally chartered in 1910 as a not-for-profit cemetery
to serve the nearby Glendale community. It was later
acquired by the Glendale Cemetery Association
and continues to serve the local and surrounding
communities. The highly successful Tri County Golf
ranch is privately maintained and run. It draws both local
and regional golf enthusiasts to this area for recreation.
Both properties are also distinct landmarks for
Springdale and should be supported as valuable assets
to the community.

Image : Tri-County Golf Ranch

Social Events and Programming
The city offers various events and festivals throughout
the year including Christmas tree lighting, Veteran’s Day
ceremonies, marathons, ComeUnity Bashes, Concerts
in the park, Movies in the park, Junior Olympics, and
a variety of other opportunities for the community to
gather and have fun. These events are primarily hosted
in the Community Center or the city-owned parks and
generally attract tremendous interest and attention.
As a diverse and growing community, there is much
scope for more events and programming that can bring
people of different backgrounds, cultures, and age
groups together. Raising awareness and celebrating
the different cultures of Springdale as well as fitness
or social events that cater to the young adult and adult
demographics and family friendly programming such as
yoga in the park, outdoor theater and music shows, popup farmer’s market, or food truck events can highlight
and strengthen Springdale’s inclusive and diverse
community and bring regional attention and visitors to
the city.
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Image : ComeUnity Bash

Farmer’s Market

Pickleball Courts

Splash pad

Celebrating cultural events
Amphitheater

Outdoor music performances

Concert in the Park

Paws on the Park

Images : Examples of park activation through programming
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RECOMMENDED STRATEGIES
for PARKS & RECREATION
The following strategies can help Springdale achieve the overarching goal and community objectives
outlined in this chapter. Implementation of these strategies should be guided by the relevant spatial
area recommendations provided in the future land use and character chapter.

1.

Continue to maintain and improve
the Springdale Community Center
to meet the needs of existing and
new city residents.

2.
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Renovate the city’s community pool
to provide an aquatic destination
that offers a variety of amenities
which may include a splash pad,
lazy river, picnic area, and water
slides.

3.

Maintain parks as safe places for
people to enjoy.

4.

Continue to provide and expand
recreation programming for city
residents.

5.

Provide safe gathering places
where people can make and
reinforce social connections.
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6.

Improve and expand cultural and
celebratory community events.

7.

Promote a network of privately and
publicly owned open space that
complements the park system.

8.

Increase the potential of cityowned parks by incorporating
new amenities such as picnic
shelters, play fields, and recreation
opportunities.

Splash Pad

2

Well-lit and clearly defined pathways

3

Yoga in the Park

4

Picnic shelters and tables

8

Cultural events

6

Shaded gathering spots

5

Gathering nodes with shade structures

8

4

Soccer in the Park

Images : Examples of recommended strategies implementation, Source : Google Images
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